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Determination and Development of the Relationship among
the Concepts of “Environment” “Ecology” and “Resources”
in the Compilation of Environmental Code

CHE Dong-sheng

W

Abstract: There is a long-term chaotic use of “environment” “ecology” and “resources” in Chinese envi-
ronmental legislation, which is a huge obstacle to its systematization and the compilation of environmen-
tal codes. The normative analysis of the basic concepts in the current environmental legislation can sum-
marize its generation logic in the legal system, and provide legislative reference and hermeneutic basis
for their development in the environmental code. Since the basic issues involved in the concepts in the
existing environmental legislation system have not been systematically explained, the development of the
basic concepts should clarify their normative meanings, distinguish between factual concepts and norma-
tive ones, differentiate abstract concepts from specific ones, and analyze the typification and measure-
ment of interests’ issues. The development of the environmental code should take “environment” as an
abstract concept, and the scope of legal adjustment should be shifted from abstract objects to specific
behaviors. Meanwhile, the interests carried by the basic concepts should be identified and adjusted more

accurately.

Key words: environmental code; environment; ecology; resource; normalization
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